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POLITICAL B\ T ?ORb.IATIOl‘-- TIIE SOVIET TROOPS II! GBH&AKT 


INDEX 


1. Introduction 

2. ST ALU! 1 s death and its consequences amon^ 

the Soviet troops in Germany* 

3. The Physicians Affair 

4. The Amnesty 

5* Tho Army Eli lit ary Council 

Horale of the Soviet troops in Germany 
7* Defections and the attitude of the Soviet 
troops ’in Gormahy t cv/ard s the "feat 

8, Attitude of the' Soviet troops towards the 

East Gorman Ropublie 

9. Attitude of Soviet officers towards the 

People’s Democratic Republics in Ikrrope 
K), Documentation of Soviet. Vdlitary personnel. 


2* ^ ‘death and its oonsor-uo ncos among the So vjot troops _in_ 

Ger many: 

the first official statement about 
by the Soviet trootja in Germany with 
tho word ^oxcitoramt ** 


STALIN 1 s illness was 
enormous excitement* 


-rocnivod 


v/as' tho only right expression to describe the 

reaction of an average Soviet soldier in Go r many . Many of the CRe 
\Toro almost enthusiastic and listenod to the news with shining eyes. 
It was oas-' to obsorve that the ORs consulted their more oducatod 
colleagues'' about details of STALK* s illnesS and possibilities of his 
'recovery. The reason for their attitude towards tho beloved 
Loader's" illness vra.s neither love nor hatred but a simple hope 
that something had happened which might change tho dullness and 
borodom of their life. 


Tho officers wore much more reserved but all of thorn wore 
undoubtedly shaken. Tho greater part of thorn were silent, some 
of, them made. very cautious comments but only a ver y sma ll sectio n 
loudly tho progress of STALlIt'a illnoss. 


Immediately after the first communique Maj Gen KALH-IdiH^KO, 
Commanding General 4 Guards Mo eternised Amy, bold a eonforonco of 
all unit Commanders and thoir Deputies for political Affairs. 


-SSCX3T- 


/lle 


25X1 


25X1 


25X1 


Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/01/12 : CIA-RDP80-00810A002200260020-7 







Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/01/12 : CIA-RDP80-00810A002200260020-7 ’ 


-sschst-- 

-A2- " , . 

^iu 

, Ho than informed the otftpfta 

present that tho following directives had been sent from MOSCOW:- 

(a) All loaves are cancelled* Leave documents already proparod 
wore to be leapt in tho unit KQs. ‘ Porsonnol already on their way to 
the USSR could proceed to their destination* 

(b) Personnel temporarily attached to other units or on duty 
trips should be recalled at once* 

^hen ho had finished tho routine instructions General 
■ JE^LB^XCHENfilO wont on “Comrades tho situate tense (TOVARISHCKI 
K3L0ZHEKIYE NAPKIA2>HBKlT0IB)i Chr enemies can use this opportunity* 

Do not be panio^stricken but you ought to bo in full readiness 11 . Then 
the General pointed out that officers ought only to road the official 
communi<juos to their subordinates withbut adding their own comments. 
Tho matter could not bo discussed and any questions ccnld not be 
answered. (HIS KDlimiTIROVAT I Np DCBAVLAT NIChEVO*. HA V0PR0SY NYS 
CTVY5CHAT). 

In the succeeding days officers started' to diaeuasi the 
matter of succession* Two names only wore mentioned as successors, 
via*. MALENKOV and MOLOTOV. No one rrcntionad BERIYA* The 
"ZAMFOLIT" yas silent. He listened^ and observed as he had been 
'instructed ih POT 35 AM to do* The . Counter Espionage personnel was 
extremoly busy but in FIHOW “the local BERIYA” Sen Lt Boris 
Aloloaandrovioh BIRYUKOV disappeared for several days and reappeared 
only after STALIN* s death* Apparently ho was busy in othor units or 
preferred to. disappear for several days. 

Generally speaking officers thought very reasonably* Almost 
all agreed that MALENKOV would be the loading personality but that 
there would be a complete change of tho general position* They 
realised that there is no one in the KREJLIN who eculd bo a socond 
STALIN, a man of his strength and his persistence (HASTOYCHIVOST). 

Some of the officoi^s said that "STALIlf could easily keep a pair of 
horses but now the coachman would not keep even one horse 1 * (STALIN 
MOG DYERSKAT DAZHE PARU LOSHADYEY HO ZD YES KUCMERU NYS HDYSRZHAT I 
CDNOY)* 

STALIN's death was received rather calmly, People wore 
Already accustomed to the fact' that .it ms inevitable* But it was 
obvious that his death was received with a sigh of relief by everyone 
- .Officers and ORa alike. Ho one was really sorry. They discussed 
all that had happened but avoryono was very careful bo cause tho 
Count ox* Espionage and Political staffs v/oro still busy in listening 
and watching* 

MAL©Ha>V as STALIN's successor did not surpriso the officers. 
They only conwwntod on his future position oxpecting a number of 
difficulties* Thei'e woro no differences in opiniohs that MAIEtfKDV 
is a new man for tlio greater part of the Soviet citizens* ■ "If v/e 
know MALENKOV fren the XIX Party Oonferonoo" commented tho 
officers, "the’ people do not know him at all"* 

one faot was obvious and very 

significant* It iramediatoly became clear that tho Government, the 
Party aM in the Aanned Forces the Political staff, wore dead 
frightened and for some time lost thoir moral balance. It could be 
easily observed during the conferences and private talks with the 
.Political officers jl( Party instructors, organisers and others* they 
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lost their firmness, they lost aomothing which could not ho 
described. Maybe they felt like passengers in a bus from 1 '***£. 
driver had suddenly leapt but, leaving the bus in full earour with 
hobody at the wheel. The Party "leaders and teachers booamo mere 
friendly, they smiled in an ombarassod manner am began to bo 
sociable and rather informal in their attitude towards others. The 
y.ntMh unity of tho Party " was undoubtedly shakonL 


the shock was such a powerful 

mm ! - ^ ^ ka .-i M /* ^ \\ A 


one that the Party would never recover its previous strength and 
unity. 

The offieors wore of eourso particularly intorostod in *ho 
personnel changes at tho highost lovol in the Arraod t 

trio VASILEVS KEY, ZHUKOV and BULGAI :TK was ai^cussod cautiously but 
uniform opinion.. In i.ST 

officers often added also VOROSHILOV as anArny and Political 

personality. 

I Marshal VOROSHILOV, in spite of the 

f««t that ho is considered an old wan and not a great soldier, is 
SpillS and rested among tho military as well as the civilian 
a. f »n .h i M an ^.,anlln S 


for°Ss 1 pMTOnt position, for t lie Party apparently pushed him forward 
as one of STALIK's close friends on tho one hand and a popular 
person on the other. He apparently would act as a safety valve and 
a link botwoon tho KHEMLiB; and the nation. 

Marshal BUDlAiilK is not popular among the 
do not know him very well but rather dislike him « »3_a CHE ) BSB . 

Tho officers bolioVo that ho is considered in tho^SEltLBI as a vise 
and oxporionecd politician and ho would act as a political 
KDi^H'SSAR” in tho Armod Forcos. 

Marshal VASlLEVSKIY is very little imown to the mass of 
offieors. Senior officers knew that ho has brains and is a mi y 
o Xpert with enough political experience to know how to 
«uWivo in tho vicinity of the SEBMLIN „■ Tho mass of oificors ware 
not satisfied with BULGAiilK's return as the D of once 
maw of ' thorn grumbled that if any change was really nocossaig then 
tlw^best would be to roplaeo VAS1LSVSKIY by ZHUhOV and not by 
BULGARIN. 

Marshal ZHUKOV is the most popular parson in the Soviot Armed 
PCrcos and is also very popular among the Sov^tpopulation, 
various rumours about the reasons, for putting 

?£”o5%SS«"1>f“r ST™. »ut «»« «»* •» 

storage made him even more popular among poopla '^ho^ o ie 
than anyone whoa the KREMLIN bosses dislike as a potential ly 
those who suffer as a result of the KREMLE. policy. 


the story of ZHUKOV'S affair asQheard. 

in l©SC0Yif. His main crimes woro 


ili .1 • -- — , 

the abolishment of the' collective farms systevu. After 

tho soldiers, MOSCCiv was shaken and afraid of him* 

tow ZW1OT in hi. Wi~. .]««*.• —a »° 
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Va y "wo won the ’war 11 without mentioning the "greatest leader in 
history”. Finally ho Suggested tliat the victorious Array ought to 
mrch in a triumphal procession from BERLIN to MOSCOW in ordor to 
show the Soviet population their liberators returning after victory * 
That was too much for the KK5MLIN gang. They apparently became . 
dead scared of sera© "triuo^hal salvos" in MOSCOW in case of - such a 
celebration. ZHUKOV was recalled from' (k>rmany and his case v/as taken 
by the POLITBURO itself." During the investigation. STALIN attacked 
ZHUKOV very strongly and insisted' on reducing him to the rank of 
Colonel. BERIYA supported STALIN -against ZHUKOV. But sexnothing or 
someone saved ZHUKOV. Moat probably some of the POLITBURO members 
mfLlX&A STALIN* a attention to the fact that ZHUKOV* is well known 
abroad! } and that his degradation would make 

a very bad itqpression there. ZHUKOV* s degradation also would have 
shaken the Soviet people v/ho considered him a groat soldier and they 
would never understand why a nan who had won the STALINGRAD battle 
and; taken BERLT;- should be so treated. In any case ZHUKOV v/as saved 
but was sent to ODESSA and then to the URALS. 



| many) officers thought 

| that BERIYA hates ZHUKOV and vice versa. But on the other 
is a wise man and he knows how popular ZHUKOV is. 
Therefore it is cuitd poss-iblo that since STALIN became ill and it 
was clear that it was the beginning of his and BERIYA beg an to 
protect ZHUKOV in, order to expiate ,hia;!ins tov/ards him. 
however. [ZHUICOV wou l d never forgi ve BERIYA and 


sooner or later a clash between them would occur. 


The Phys icians Affair: 


When the. disclosure of the "plot" and the arrest of the 
doctors were announced almost everyone believed that this was a true 
story. .People were convinced that there v/as a largo scale 
clandestine organisation which at tempted to umke a coup d^tat. 

^The enemies 1 attempt to seize power" (VRAGI KROTYAI ZAKHVATIT 
VLAST) v/as officially reported and the average officer and private 
soldier believed it. There was almost a panio in the USSR. Apart 
from the arrest of the so-called "KREMLIN doctors" a number of 
physicians were arrested all around the cototlfy. Panic rumours 
reached the, Soviet troops in Germany and people loudly discussed the 
affair. There was information that a number of pharmacies and chemist! 
were also involved in the plot, ("APTYEKI DAZHE BYLI ZAMYESKAEY" ). 

Tho- normal Russian anti-Semitic feelings increased very considerably 
and the Government became almost popular; for sqsne short period of 
time. 


7/hen the dootorsworo released the reaction was oven stronger 
than when the "poisoners” were arrested. There was I I 

gonoral perplexity and exasperation. Of course, there wore not so 
many loud comments and discussions as when the doctors were- 
arrested for every one realised that; it pvas much safer to keep quiet. 
Put people could not stop discussing ahd talking about this 
fantastic story. Officers and men startod to talk about BERIYA who 
normally was not a subject of discussions. J^dplo considered them- 
selves deceived in a most indecent way. Once again they believed 
in the Government statement. Once again the denouncers wore praised 
and gratified and the "people * s anger" was raisod against the 
“traitors and poisoners". Arid thon tho Government withdrew its 

accusations and released the "saboteurs". 
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thg "Physicians Affair 1 ’ to s 

disastrous for the pres tigo of STALL' - and BERIYA as well as for 
authority of the Party, Government; and* Security Police. The 
whole .story appeared to bo another dirty affair of the XREllLIN' 
bosses. Ko ono believed that RYUMIN, a man who was made 
responsible for the whole affair, was really an important and 
decisive person. ‘ Sinco railways first started to operate in Russia 
there has begn a proverb that who never there is a railway accident 
a bis boss is nover guilty but always an unknown signalman did 
something wrong. RYtMQI is generally considered a proverbial 
•’guilty si^mlm*" ; CSTHXBLOGHNIK VINOVAT) and HSRIYA's viotim in 
this affair* Jut officially the big boss BERIYA and his late 
aupexsko ss SftALIN mro RYUJ£EE 1 s victims. 


since , the release of arrested 
doctors bEJUXA is more hated than he was boforo* 


The higher authorities and the Arny Political Staff wore 
also highly excited but iri another way. They v/ore apparently 
frightened .and shocked themselves and extremely anxious to know how 
their subordinates reacted to the unexpected finale of the 
. Physicians 1 rhapsody* As it was- after STALIN's death tho Counter 
Yiapionagq personnel was busy observing and listening and tho units* 
J^ol^tieal officers were instructed" hot to cohiment on the affair at 
all (piKAXim POEXTINRCRLATSII NA SaiOT OSTOBOZHDmaXA VRACH3Y 
2$YE &0IZVQDIT) but to listen carefully and note who was saying 
what about .STALH^s death, changes in the JQ^iLIK- and the 
Physicians 1 Affair*^ Tney trie d to do their best in collecting 


.inf oration but] 

talk. J 


hover 


any arrost for oareloas 


V* The Amnesty : ... 

the ..Amnesty did not impress anyone* 

Xt was obvious that -the number of .people relo a sod would be very 
small., . Everyone realised that tho- Government has to koep as many 
pr is onors as possible in -tho; camps .bo cause a mabs release and 
b losing of a largo number of labour camps could easily causo an 
Economic crisis. - For the ".construction of socialism" in the USSR 
“is. .based on Forced Labour. Some officers and men dared to say that 
"the only case -when STALIIT roally helped the people was v/hon he 
diod because some prisoners ware released from the camps". 

3 • The Arret i&lita ry Cou nc il (TOY^PaY SOVIET) : . 


• | ^ [tho Military Councils establisod at 

each/Aroy I IQ constitute one of the^most. important and decisive 
■factors in the life of tho Soviet Armed Poroos. 

Tho Military Council at Array I IQ level consists of throe 
montbers: Arny Commander (the Chairman), his Chlof-of-Staff and 
one other member. While the Commander and tho Chief-of -Staff are 
automatically members of tho Military Council the third member is a 
Political Officer (a Colonel) nominated by the Party Central 
Committee in MOSCOW. He is on official representative of the 
Contra! Committee in tho Arny II j and as suph lias access to all 
Political and. Military matters concerning the Arny units. Being 
nominally subordinated to the Aruy Commarklor ho is connected 
directly (or through tho Arny Group HQ) with MOSCOW who instruct 
him. 
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In the .4 Guards tfeehaniseft Arrny the member of tho Military 
Council was Gol PUR IN. 

Tho Military Council holds its conference one© or tv/ieo a 
raonth and also in caso of important events. Depending on tho 
^situationand mat tars discussed othor senior officers talcs part in 
the conferences, sometimes being all. unit Coftmn&ers* 

' xng material for a conference of the unit Commanders is 
discussed beforehand between the members of tho Military Couneil in 
order to avoid any discrepancies during tho conference itself • 

During tho Conferences the officers taking isort are al layed 
to ask questions and oven to diaeuss some problems. Soriatimea l 

[ there are very hot 4iseuasi<xis in particular when tho 
morale of troops is on the. agenda* 

The agendas or the Military Council Conrerenoos as well as 
subjects for discussion are secret* All instructions given by the 
lUlitaiy Council have to bo observed and considered as orders* 

itoa*.ar. ; 

• ' ■ . *-• . ♦ 

; . . , - | I tho general moral standard of the Soviet 

troops in Germany a very low dne. 

the main reasons for it are the boring life 

in the barracks, extrerasly severe restrictions cutting off tho 
Soyiet troops from the outside world, lack of amuse ments and the 
atmosphoro of dist rust * I I there aro no 

differences in opinion between the Generals and the private soldiers 
about tho life of the Soviet troops in Germany* All are affected in 
almost tho same way by tho ruthless and stupid restrictions. 

Soldiers aro not allowed to eontaot tho German population , 
and are confined to their barracks. Generals and officers are also 
•onfinod in their quarters and are not allowed to ifxvito or visit 
those whom they like but only those whom they aro allowed to like. 

There is .a very strong antagonism p betwoon tho officers and 
•CRs based chiefly. on distrust' oh both^sidos as well as on the bad 
example sot by the officers* I one of the 

weaknesses of the Russian peoplo in gerieral and of the Soviet 
■Officers. “Sh partial or is belief : that ,;ordpri anl; instructions have 
to bo observed not by the *supQrirtrs but by the subordinates and by 
these v/ho. do not know how to disoboy. an order without being punished. 

4 

The OPus believe (and they are right) that officers force 
their soldiers ’to bbo y orders whieh they themselves disobey. In 
particular ail instructions concerning drunkenness and contacts with 
tho Gorans f e specially with Gcroan r/onion, ard regularly dis obeye d by 
the officers. I ^ 

ORs knw ; about t hese things and often know many intimate de tails about 
'their, officers. ] it j ^ 

appears that "nothing could protect 'a Russian from drunkenness". 

* ^(auss.ian). offieors sacrifice owrything including 

their own dignity and the p r estige of the Buss ian pfficors just in 
order to got soma rodlo j t ypioa.1 example from one 

Cbjiforoneo of the !Ii lit ary Council whon Col. ZIIAVQROiiKCV, Town 
Ooraraandant of EBEHSVfALDB, aiscussod the bohaviour of officers in tho 
local Officers’ Club (DOM OETISESoy}. }& said that tho notorious 
Order Ho. 0275 which forbade tho said ana drinldrig of spirits in 
barracks and clubs was- not observed by tho officers. "’7c soli, and 
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wo buy spirits in. tho Club"[ j"^ sot drunk ana. wo 

rago in front of tho Gorman staff and wo have t r take out our 
drunkon comrade s 11 - and 30 on., his speech rn'iioh was perfectly 
justified was intozT.up.ccd by a lit.Colono-L who asked him who ought 
to bo blamed for such behaviour, f, I am sorry to say" said tho. 

Lt Colonol, “that our so nior officers give the worse example and 
do moralise their junior colleagues and the German staff as v/oll" . 

And ho- told' a $tory , which • ho had v/itnesspd liiniself and which is an 
<b*ryday storv of tho Soviet Officors Clubs in Germany. A Colonel 
/ arrived in tho Club, ordorod a meal and then gave a ton-terk note to 
a Gorman waitress bogging her to buy some vodka in the nearest Gorman 
restaurant 1 and bring it to him- After’ *a long whispered conversation 
tho waitress apparently accept o.d the bribo and bought vodka for the 
offioer. Soon tho Colonel got drunk and was taken out from tho Club. 
"That is tho method” ended tho Lt Colonel, 11 i n which we domcraliso 
ourselvos and make the Gormans laugh at us". L 

taction of tho audience was just a short period of dead silence and 
then the presiding General changed the subject. 

Tho 0R3s| I trust some ’ off i cor s but it is a very 

difficult task to gain thoxr roopoct and Confidence because they 
believe that they -always jvqto and constantly, are do ceiyod oy tneir 

offioors. 


[the morale is lower in thos e units 


which consist of more dcyolopo d and m ore edu cated soldi ers 

I i .. iin-i +o SO I 


soldiers are 

often to 
out that 


in many | junxts 

Influenced by thoir more nignly educated colleagues and usod 
ask thoir' opinion and advice. On tho other hand ho .poxntoa 
tho tine when IfoliSQMOL members wore the. moral leaders of tnq non- 
Party soldiers, is gone for over. Statistics snow clearly tuat in 
mijafrity'of cases ■' of breach of military discipline the offenders arc 
the KOMSOMOL Members who consider themselves a privileged ©lass. 


there were ih Apr 53 160 ORs. 


Of these only one was a. rarty momoer, 

Olio was a Party candidate (expellee, recently and approx 80 vero 
KOMSOMOL members.- Tho remainder .were non-Arty Ainios, all tne 160 
were town people from all parts of the faoviut Union. Tho only ■- y 
member had no influence At all. Tho Party candidate was expelled 
hecauso ho was found guilty far his wife-s suicide. The KMSOhOL boy. 
woro rather demoralised and tho nor.- Tarty soldiers ’.vero undoubtedly, the 
best element of both units,: But those non-Party soldiers were in 
their greater majority against the Soviet regime and even . committed 
some acts of technical a fbntr . -e . chiefly damaging , oar engines and 
pausing some accidents. 
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Mtunnnfil in the Armed Forces and the MVD arc tho sai-io fyruu 


25X1 

25X1 


The _ Counter Espionage officers, called by the soldiers "oiaox — 

-SHC2SE- / (CKYOTSTIYS 


Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/01/12 : CIA-RDP80-00810A002200260020-7 







Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/01/12 : CIA-RDP80-00810A002200260020-7 

p 

'i 

-SECRST- 
' -A6- 


(CHYORNIYE DUSHI ) Dir "hounds" (LiAGAVIYS), aro a privileged caste -in 
Germany, They have more freedom of movement than anybody/- else, they 
are allowed to live abroad with their families which is forbidden 
own for Generals; and thoy have great paver. Those privileges 
deepen the feeling of hatred among the troops v/hich thoy supervise. 


visiting of German restaurants and relations with Gorman worxn, Tho 
si^pcrior officers az^o complotoXy helpless in fighting against this 
•'demoralisation" but very few of thorn realise that the only remedy- 
would be more freedom for the ibrqy personnel. The only action which 
tho Commanders woro able to take was to send a demoralised officer 
to the Soviet Union. (The ORs are sent to the USSR only when thoy 
$lto sentenced to penal servitude). But now "deportation” horns of* 

' offioors is against tho present MOSCOW policy. 


| lone I 1 1951 Conference of the Army 

Military Council [those matters 

ware discussed with Unit. Commanders . The Divisional. Comm.ondor3 
aatod th^ pormiesim of the Arr.y Commander, L&j .Gen 'k^ 7ICK®!KD, 
to send homo dqmoralisiQd officers. Thoy. pointed out .that a number 
of them had on their I'ecords 50 and even inore days of arrest and 
these .measures did not wprlc at all. The answer was that MOSCOW 
disagreed, with this met hod. , "We shall not send your officers to the 
Union and your duty if; to bring them up" (I-.1Y VAM OFiT SEROV KiE 
BUDYK CTPRAVLTAT TSOMZ'A VAM IKH V03PTTYVAI t "Put them 

under ‘arrest oven for' a. hundred days and bring them up"(sAZHA]£TYE 
IKH I TIA STO SUTOK I TOSTTTYVAYT YE ) , 


This~ state of morale is well known to the higher authorities 
who a - PDQar to ha worri ed but aro unable to .change their attitude. 

the 'throo' main "mortal sins" which taako 

Soviet officers and ORs in Germany "demoralised" are drunkenness. 


two factors 


considered almost 


tho most important in the morale of the Soviet troops in Germany and 
in case of a war against the West. 


The first is that tho dullness and hopelessness of life in 
the barraoke without contact with the outside wor Id results in any 
political event raising enormous excitement among the troops 
• expecting a change in their life* whether it was the y/ar in Korea or 
STALIN* s death* the result was the same - troops got excited, hoping 
.that somot .im would happen and I th at they would have some "fun". 


in case of a v/ar even those who 
would bo against the regime would fight . just because a war would 
mean a change for them and excitement. 


Tho second is the fact that apart from tho general anti-war 
fooling among the troops in Germany everyone , General or Private, 
knows that the Soviet consists of two ..typos of soldiers - "one 

who fights and the other who watches him" (fDB ; : VOYUYET A DRUGGY 
NABLYUDAYET ZA HIM). 


tho woll known : arrange meats in the 
Soviet Arny - the preventive Lr oops (Z.AGRAD IT itfiLKIYE OTRYADY; aro 
already prepared and chosen in tho Arqy Group in . Gormany and the 
plan for blocking (ZAS3^) of the first line troops is prepared in 
detail. Of course the;3o details aro known only ,to a very few officers. 
Unit Commanders do not knew anything about it in spite of the 
possibility that thoir assignments a3 ZASL&- for the zero hour remain 
in tho sealed' operational envelopes in their safes. 

-SSCRET- /This 
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-SBC BET - 


7 . 



Tn is 1 v/ould bo probably a 

powerful factor pushing forward tho Soviet troops in case of a Y#ar* 


Defectio n s an d the atti tufl o of tho Soviet troops in Gorm ajy^ 
towards tho West: ~ ^ ~ ~ 


in tho atmosphere 0f foar and distrust 
in which the Scrioi troops in Germany and tho whole of tho Script . 
people live sows subjects aro not discussed openly and arc not 
discussed even among close friends. Generally speaking officers 
and 0R# s do not usually express their opinions .and foe lings and after 
J5 years of training had bo come rather reluctant but this compulsory 
rciupf&nse cost, them a great effort for the Russians love to dijacuss 
< g> ***f fch lttfl, and Hfrj- moa Wart to heart talks * in paaptinular when 
they drink. 


■ One of t haso subjects which aro too dangerous to bo diwusaod 
arc do foot ions.' in general the/ know that r 

oases of defection to tho West hare occurred bht no one dares to aSk 
questions or to corumont on inf ortaation- received. P 


The war inf Korea is Very so Idtim discussed. Tho general 
‘.opihibh among. -^ho .officers is that 'tho 'United States could finish 
the war ’any time they liko. 


-S3CR3T- 


/&. Attitude 
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8. 


A ttitude of thcJSgviot troops towards tho 2ast Carman ^public.- 


i ^ there is a general opinion among the 

f?!** omceM and Ws in Germany that the East Gorman Republic 
tt * a roal al3jr * Tho a ^rago Soviet soldier 
t ^! at th ° G ? raian * whether they aro Eastern or Western 
Gormans. Thoro is alio a groat doal of hostility towards Germans 

among the OKs. Tho officers bo Hero that the Gomans isnrrV, «♦ 
and tho Sov-in * r Russians 


25X1 

25X1 


1 thoro ja ffiigh 

a « ic, ns tho Officers than among the 03s. 
human attitude of mai^y Russian officers towards the Gormans 
tno lattor owe to thoir womenfolk who do thoir host -to ±h* 
Bussian officers happy. 


25X1 


.caff&Bur c^" 5 * office rs towards tho Baoaj.o^a Pemoeratic 


, , ■ - a H Soviet officers in. Cormaiw roaliso 

x* areinatod very sincerely among tho population of the 

Bacpla’s Democratic Republics" in Europe. 

*-,«■ w V4 ^w»;4»i he w9wr;-a serious discrepancy, in tUe opinions of 
tno Political officers and their non-Political colleagues. 

_ . • ThoL .BolitioSl ^fcrsohnsl express an opinion; /gpoaTontly an 
^f£xw.al ono , that tho Scviat ^nion has -to, fcoop. upland ,Czoehoaloirakia # 
iaingary and. the other • 'democracies" \ih its hands 4joeauso if they wore 
le« alone they would bo immediately seised' (ZAjirVADHil-T) by Britain 
and -uwrioa. . ' * 

< Tho otner «* i ieors thinic that: tho.hSoviot Union- eannot leave 
them alotw-. bocauso they would’ immediately joiti the %s*. Ihe 
European oplo ' s Democracies are' "imbuod with- tho VTbat and they 

itbIvjSyaT apilrit "* WE 

In irthoir attitudo 'towards ■iheir allij 
tn.Cormany pay apacial attention it 
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, t *if ~ the Polish Arby ' should turn on 

thorn (KDVjQDYOI ) it vroi ild bo a disaster (mtSlJjA fan *ha ft™*,,* 

Axmjr Group. in. Germany. 


the groator' part of 


■ ^ . . — ^ w.v, ^ wa lur yajn* UA | . 

offieora boliovo that lairshal KOXOSSOV3m* isrpsponsible for the 

■»c**w « * «± n d.flrir 


25X1 


safety df : l this " SoiiiR bridge " . 
*pito of hi* folds* origin’ was 


R QKOSGgVSIJr in 
STALIN *.$ trustod mail -put in charge 


Pollah^iafey in prior to it. aa safo aa ppaaibio. 

P*f thb; beat gbnorala, possibly noxt 
*a4nUKPVy ahd it ia^knewn to aliiioat ororyona of ,.tho Soviet offioora 
inGorm^ that- tho Boioq ha to hia perhaps more thapanyono olso* 
the 'twit tliat tho^ip havo already boon two 
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-SECRET- 
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-All- 


atto inpU tn Poland on ROKOSSOVSKEY 1 a life are wU known to Soriot 
officora in (krtaany working* in the highe r HQ a or near them* 

^ n in ono of theao attempts 

ROKQSSOVSKIY va ig wounded ana spent two months i n a hospital. 


Thors are rumour# among tho Soviet officers in Germany about 
the gu orilla warfare in Poland diroetod against the Russians and tho 
present regime there* They appear to bo exaggerated but officers 
still talk about the derailing of Sovist transit train* and other 
acts of sabotage against tho Ita&sians* 
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